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Sir: 

Applicant hereby submits this Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(c) to bring to the attention of the Examiner the enclosed Official 
Communication of counterpart European patent application 99 945 134.7. Also enclosed 
is a complete translation of JP 9 239 396, which was enclosed with the European Official 
Communication. (The English abstract of the Japanese document was previously 
submitted with the IDS of March 6, 2003 .) 

Should a final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance have been issued on the 
same day as or before the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement, please 
consider this a Petition under Rule 97(d)(ii), charge the petition fee to our Deposit 




Account No. 50-0548 and proceed to consider this Information Disclosure Statement 
under Rule 97(d). 

I hereby certify that each document listed in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in a communication (enclosed) from the European Patent Office 
in connection with counterpart European patent application 99 945 134.7 not more than 
three months ago, i.e., today is the first business day following the three-month dea:dline 
of 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e), as commencing from the February 22, 2005 mail date of the 
European Official Communication. 

Copies of the non-U. S. patent documents are attached and listed on the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better 
art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are 
material or constitute "prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed 
documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicant reserves the 
right to present to the Patent Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate 
status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 



Should any fees be missing or inadequate, please charge the deficiency to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0548. 



May 23, 2005 

LINIAK, BERENATO & WHITE 
6550 Rock Spring Drive 
Suite 240 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Telephone: (301) 896-0600 
Facsimile: (301) 896-0607 



Respectfully submitted, 




Thomas P. Linia 
Reg. No. 33,415 
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Cite 
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Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropnate). title of 
the item (book, magazine, joumal. serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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1 Examiner 
1 Signature 


1 Date 

1 Considered 



consldered Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of infomiation is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which ^^^(^"f/yj 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
oatherinq preparing and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any commente on the 
amount of timryou requ^^ to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. aS. Patent and 
Trarmarl S P.a ^^^^^ 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the fown, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1 '800-7 86-9 199) and select option 2. 



